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2013 Membership Cards
For 2013, please remember to get
your AMA insurance renewed
before you renew your MMM
membership. In order to have a
2013 MMM card issued, you need
to provide a copy of your 2013
AMA card and driver’s license and
an updated application. The
application is on line at
http://www.murocmodelmasters.org
/. Click on “About Our Club”. Club
applications may be mailed to
Muroc Model Masters, Post
Office Box 2194, Rosamond, CA
93560-2194. Checks can be made
payable to Muroc Model Masters.
Membership dues are still just $25
for the whole year. If applying in
person, please see Charlie
Threewit, Treasurer, at the field or
meetings.

And a

Happy
New Year

Muroc Model Masters, Post Office Box 2194, Rosamond, CA 93560-2194
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No One Flies Alone
by Ben Owen,
Milwaukee Area Radio Kontrol Society, Wisconsin
I once lost a big and expensive model on a test
flight—a model that took many, many hours to build—
sort of like the big and expensive 1/3-scale Extra 330L I
am finally painting. On that day I was trying to get the
engine to run right, put the antenna up, then down, etc.
I made the mistake of taking off with it down. Still the
receiver was working when a friend called that the
antenna was not out; he could have been closer nearby
to help prior to takeoff but I don’t blame him. Looking
down to pull it out took too long and the model stalled
and spun. My point here: it was way too soon for me
after my first wife’s funeral to even be out there. I
should have asked for help? Yeah I know; it’s a guy
thing. We never ask for help right?
If you are in a situation without the full use of you
facilities—maybe it is a personal loss, or the day was
just too hot and you feel like crap, or one is not
thinking clearly—ask for help, or just take the model
apart and go home to think about it. Make things move
a little slower, give yourself time. Use situational
awareness; when it is hot, the sun is too high, you are
physically or mentally down, you know what I mean.
We have clubs so we can be friends and help each
other. Two minds are truly better than one. There has
always been a competitive spirit in modeling but don’t
let it get to the point of jealousy or back stabbing, we
all lose when that happens. It helps no one.
We do have losses in this hobby; let’s just try to
minimize them. A friend recently lost his model, in a
vertical climb; he lost it in the sun. He did throttle back
before it hit. Maybe those expensive sunglasses they
advertise would help. Or maybe, one of us standing
idly by but not helping, including me, should have
been out there standing by him and maybe we could
have seen something he didn’t and helped. That’s what
a club is for. The excuses: it was the end of the day, it
was hot, we were all tired, etc. I’m as guilty as anyone.
I can’t always be on hand when someone flies and
obviously, my so called "Safety Officer" brain was not
working then. Let’s make it a club rule: no one should
fly without another pilot standing with him, watching
for traffic, etc. Let’s stop the senseless losses.

If you see someone flying alone, walk out to be that pilot’s
caller at the flightline to tell him where the other models are
in the sky, etc. Even if unasked, it always helps. We guys, we
never ask for help right? There is no sin in just helping,
unasked. It is what friends do.
And when someone comes out to be your observer, accept it
for what it is. In the past, I’ve had a pilot move away when I
walked out to be his observer. He actually walked away—he
wanted to fly alone. Then I called out the model traffic he
was about to roll and loop into and he thanked me. Accept a
friend’s help, because we all need it.
Make it a rule: no one flies alone!
(AMA Insider)

Shoe Goo to the Rescue
If you have problems with a metal screw backing out of
plastic, place a small amount of Shoe Goo (DTXC2460) on
the screw head while also contacting the plastic. This will
help keep the screw in place. However, it can make removing
the screw more difficult, so don't use too much.

Check-Up
It is a good idea to get your radio checked annually to prevent radio
problems that may be developing. For example, a transmitter or
receiver battery may not be holding its charge properly. The annual
checkup can reveal this and save your plane.

Sometimes We All Need a Bath
Is your nitro motor stuck and won't turn after being stored for a
while? Don't force it, things can break. Although it is tempting to just
grab onto the shaft with a pair of vise grips don't do it. Instead, soak
it in a tub of fuel for a day. It will get everything unstuck and with a
gentle amount of effort it will turn over again. This is a great use for
old fuel too, so don't throw it out. Once you get it spinning freely,
lubricate it with some after run oil (HCAP3001).
David Lutzow
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MMM Meeting Minutes

7 December 2012

Christmas Potluck Dinner
Was held at

The Boulders at the Ranch I
Fun was had by all.
There was turkey and ham and a lot of side
dishes, salads, bread, and desserts.
If you missed the party, you missed a good time,
good eats, and good stuff.

Everybody had plenty to eat.

Bob was able to get enough gifts so that
everyone at the party got at one or two.
Photos by Tony Accurso

Tower Hobbies Helpful Hints
Hinge Tape Substitute
When no hinge tape is available or you can't find packing tape, medical
tape (the type used to tape down I.V. lines or after you get a shot)
works well as a hinge tape substitute, as well as, butterfly strips. I've
used both with great success. They adhere well and are very flexible
and cheap.

Vernon Lowe
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